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Chance Guich loses

Big Dorothy Ba
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HELENA, Mont, —-
the rooms at Dorathy B,

"o

Sure’ encugli, somebody did.
That afternoon, Helena police
knocked at Dorothy's door, said |
she was running a whorehouse
and carried out a writ of injunc-
tion to “physically remove the
" occupants and physically secure
the premises.” . @ . i
‘The opinion of the police came
As no surprise’ to Helena resi-
denis. Many have had suspi-
clons about Dorothy Baker's
house for more than 20 years,
But what did surprise many-—
and anger them too-—is that the
famed home on Last Chance
Guich would, after more than 20

wears, be raided at all,
INDIGNANT CITIZEN

Ii's the height of sanctimony,
one citizen wiote” to the local
rewspaper: "Dorothy tan her
Hace [or 2 number of years and
the Tist of her patrons would
make the who's who eolumn

Chickee I;;l;q new

weclith o Seminoles

HOLLYWOQOD, Fla. (AP}—
The chickee—an open-sided
palm-thatched roof shelter—is
catehing. on 85 a status symbol
in South Florida, a Semincle In-
dian official says. For centuries
the poverty-stricken Semincles
have lived in chickees in Flari-
da's Everglades. Only a few had
been bailt for outsiders. 4

New they're being built for
E0lf course shelters, condomini-
um sales promotions and for the
wealthy few as backyard shel-
ters. “We'll make them any size
you want, from one square foot
te 1000 square feet” said
James Billie, director of the
human resources division of the
- Seminole tribe. Tribal members
charge a minimum of §3 per
square roof foot for the chickee.
Chickee roofs are made of spe-
cially selected pal woven

There . was a statue in 6r.!'e of
aker's house which read: “It's
a heaut]f:ﬂ-,-day-__-_ﬂqw watch some bastard louse it

iook'small. T'say-to" all you Hele-
na hypocrites, you lost your best
lourist attraction . and ", true
asset t the town,"
" Tourist attraction? Town
usset? The lelter writer placed
Dorothy - Josephine “Bake

"hood .and _the right to bear
arms as 3 Moateda Institution.
And he hasn't been the only
one 10 think so. “ Since -Big
Docathy's wzs closed, Says tha
editor of the Hejena Independ-
«nt Record, “['ve had many
letters, most condemning the
police action.” JEATES

The opinion is echoed on the
streets and in the suburbs.
Quiet, compact, staid Helena,
Mont.. is mourning the loss of
an ald it controversial pal. -

The Inss is as mueh historic as
anything eise, Helena, as most
Montana communities, grew up
raw. Forget the. slorles of the
cowboys kissing their horses—
gambling and womanizing were
here before the churches. And,
though the churches may have
the slight edge now, the past still
nas its monumients, . :
A HEART OF GOLD?

Big Derothy i5 one. Police say
she has operated one of the best-
fnawn, mest prestigious houses
in the state. And done it, “'as all
cond mamas should, with a
heart.” .

Agrees City Commissioer Ed
Loranz: “T've known Dorothy
for a long time and she's always
been a fine woman, She ' was
always  delng ‘something " f o't/
somebody. She'd lend you
maoney, She'd tip the police aff to
drug pushers. I remember when

here called Dorothy with a prob-
lem. They said"they-had  this
crippled boy who they wanted to
help. As I understand A, she
wrote out a check right there.
The boy went on to” college,

into a thick mat.

Mormon home set

SALT LAKE CITY (AP)-
Dedication is set May 26 for the
restored home of Mormon colo-
nizer Brigham Young and four
other huildings in Nauveo, T,

ET 1 2t the top of his class
and.is now an auditor- in Den-
ver. I don't think he's. ever
known who paid for it all.’ But T
do. It was Big Dorothy.'s " & -

- Commissioner Loranz, ag it

happens, is perhaps the most |

alegend

ker’s

a ladies service organization tha

The gate is still open, but the door is closed at Darothy
Josephine Baker's house, by police order. -

and more recently character-
ized by Loranz. as “Last”
Chanee Guleh). :

“Dorothy," he says, “has just
as much right to be part of this
town as the air we breathe.'
Especially now. “Look at the
ids of today.  All they hear
aboUt is sex sex, sex. Well, byl
time they get 15 or so, they
want to find out what ft's about.
-That's’ where we need good,;
clean prostitutes.”” - TEEE
ALWAYS BEEN CLEAN - |

- Dorothy's, according to
police, has always been as clean,
as a kernel of corn, One raiding
cop describes it as “plush:"" The
house, sandwiched between twn
abandoned businesses, has five
sitting rooms and seven. beds:
“One of the rooms is about 13

h

was there." -

floor, king-size bed with red vel-
vel covers, and red -.wallpaper
on the walls. Another room is a
nice ‘blue. The whole place is
like that. And it Is constructed sa
that when' one customer came

e'd never know anybody else

. There was vobody thera at
all the day the police ralded.

Only: Big= Dorothy - (whe got

her mickname from her bulk,
once d at 240

.| state’s agriculture  department,

|of A pipsqueak.”  Larry Bel-

" | objects to the raid for senfimen.

| vlace. Her girls were all nice.

~then asked the.girl to “'take oft
her clothes and roll” around on
the  bed.” She did. That was
2nough for Dowling. In addition
0 running: Dorothy _out, he
ordered plywood to be nafled-ta
the doors and windows .of her
bome, <
Says Dowling: “Criticism?
Yes, I've gotten some.""
‘PIPSQUEAR MORALITY®
Indeed. An official of the

of all places, says Dowling's
move was “the asinin: morality

rarde, sipping beer in the Pal
dce Bar, says the house “never
did one bit of harm to nobody,"" .

One merchant, several doors
down from Dorothy's, 5ays he

tal reasons: “When my wife ont
ill for a year, I had to do some-
thing. Twent to Dorothy's, natu.
rally.”"
. Aogriest of all is Conwmis-
sloner Loranz. *“What they've
done is force prostitution out
om the streets. You wateh our
VD rate po wp now. A g
Fapes? Helena seldem has had
rapes, but watch oot now.”
Loranz just doesn’t under-
stand it -
“Why didn’t they just Tet the
woman alene?” She had a good

Every bed had a health cectifi-
cate right above it. How do I
know? I've been there, Just say
I had to fix the plumbing or
something. Just say that "

For her part, Big Dorothy
Baker isn't saying anything. OI1
axw, farely seen, she lives in
seclugion outside town. Some
think she's rich.  Some think
ste's not. No matter.: i

‘'Dorothy is legend and reality
in one," says 2 sympathetic
local minister, I can't agree
with what she may have dane,
but T wonder if it's really so
terrible. Oh boy! I shouldn't say
that. Please don't use my name
=I have-enough-trouble getting

and another woman who was
found hiding in a closet. But
County Prosecutor Tom Dowl-

i ing says he instigated the ac-
tion on previous evidence.

One of Dowling's affidavits,

sworn to by. an undercover po-
lice officer, says that the officer
visited ‘the home, was coupled

of Big: D LS

foot by 18 foot, red carpet on the

with a girl, given a drink for §1

Y
admirers. For some Fears he
Fan a delicatessen across

the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints announced.

{rom her place on Last Chance

(iul_\,h (formerly Main Street,

people to church as Itis."



